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GENERAL OPERATION RULES 

ELIMINATION OF THE ANNUAL INSPECTION 
OF GENERAL AIRCRAFT 

C u r r e n t l y e f f e c t i v e ma in tenance p r o v i s i o n s o f Part 4 3 o f t h e C i v i l A i r R e g u l a t i o n s r e q u i r e 
owners and o p e r a t o r s o f g e n e r a l a i r c r a f t t o m a i n t a i n t h e i r a i r c r a f t i n accordance w i t h Part 1 8 and 
t o have t h e a i r c r a f t i n s p e c t e d once a y e a r by a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f t h e A d m i n i s t r a t o r o r an a p p r o ­
p r i a t e l y c e r t i f i c a t e d r e p a i r s t a t i o n . I n a d d i t i o n , p r i o r t o t h e annua l i n s p e c t i o n , s u c h a i r c r a f t 
must r e c e i v e a p e r i o d i c i n s p e c t i o n conducted by an a p p r o p r i a t e l y c e r t i f i c a t e d mechanic o r r e p a i r 
s t a t i o n . I f t h e a i r c r a f t i s u s e d f o r h i r e , i t must a l s o r e c e i v e an i n s p e c t i o n e a c h 1 0 0 hours o f 
o p e r a t i o n . The owner or o p e r a t o r i s p r e s e n t l y r e q u i r e d t o r e t a i n v a r i o u s CAA forms i n a d d i t i o n t o 
h i s a i r c r a f t and e n g i n e r e c o r d s . 

Amendments t o o t h e r p a r t s o f t h e C i v i l A i r R e g u l a t i o n s a r e b e i n g made c o n c u r r e n t l y w i t h t h e s e 
amendments t o Part 43 i n o r d e r t o s i m p l i f y the procedures f o r i n s p e c t i o n , r e t e n t i o n o f r e c o r d s , and 
r e t u r n t o s e r v i c e , o f g e n e r a l a i r c r a f t and t o a s s i g n t o t h e i n d u s t r y t h e f i n a l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r 
making i n s p e c t i o n s and f o r m a i n t a i n i n g documentary e v i d e n c e o f c o n t i n u e d a i r w o r t h i n e s s s u b j e c t t o 
such s u r v e i l l a n c e a c t i v i t i e s as t h e A d m i n i s t r a t o r d e t e r m i n e s n e c e s s a r y . 

Part 4 3 i s b e i n g amended t o p r o v i d e t h e owner o r o p e r a t o r o f an a i r c r a f t w i t h two methods o f 
i n s p e c t i o n . The f i r s t r e q u i r e s a p e r i o d i c i n s p e c t i o n once e a c h y e a r j and, i n a d d i t i o n , r e q u i r e s 
a 1 0 0 - h o u r i n s p e c t i o n on t h o s e a i r c r a f t u s e d f o r c a r r y i n g p a s s e n g e r s f o r h i r e or u s e d f o r f l i g h t 
i n s t r u c t i o n f o r h i r e . The s e c o n d , or a l t e r n a t e method, r e q u i r e s t h e u s e o f a s y s t e m whereby t h e 
i n s p e c t i o n may be conducted on a p r o g r e s s i v e or c o n t i n u o u s b a s i s which p e r m i t s a b a l a n c e d o r e q u a l ­
i z e d work load , ' t h u s a l l o w i n g i n c r e a s e d u t i l i s a t i o n o f t h e a i r c r a f t . An a u t h o r i z e d r e p r e s e n t a t i v e 
o f t h e A d m i n i s t r a t o r i s n o t r e q u i r e d t o r e t u r n t h e a i r c r a f t t o s e r v i c e a f t e r any o f t h e s e 
i n s p e c t i o n s . 

A r e c o r d o f t h e t i m e i n s e r v i c e o f t h e a i r c r a f t and e a c h e n g i n e , i n s p e c t i o n s , m a i n t e n a n c e , 
compl iance w i t h mandatory n o t e s , w e i g h t and b a l a n c e r e c o r d , equipment l i s t , and a r e f e r e n c e t o 
major r e p a i r s and major a l t e r a t i o n s a r e now r e q u i r e d t o be k e p t i n t h e a i r c r a f t l o g . 

I n t e r e s t e d p e r s o n s have been a f f o r d e d an o p p o r t u n i t y t o p a r t i c i p a t e i n t h e making o f t h e s e 
amendments ( 2 0 F .R. 7 3 8 0 ) , and due c o n s i d e r a t i o n h a s been g i v e n t o a l l r e l e v a n t m a t t e r p r e s e n t e d . 

I n c o n s i d e r a t i o n o f t h e f o r e g o i n g , t h e C i v i l A e r o n a u t i c s Board h e r e b y amends Part 43 o f t h e 
C i v i l A i r R e g u l a t i o n s ( 1 4 CFR Par t 4 3 , a s amended) e f f e c t i v e J u l y 1 7 , 1956: 

1 . By amerding 1 4 3 . 2 0 t o r e a d a s f o l l o w s : 

4 3 . 2 0 G e n e r a l . No p e r s o n s h a l l o p e r a t e an a i r c r a f t u n l e s s i t i s i n an a i r w o r t h y c o n d i t i o n . 
Maintenance s h a l l be performed i n accordance w i t h Part 1 8 o f t h i s s u b c h a p t e r . 

2 . By amending § 4 3 . 2 2 t o r e a d a s f o l l o w s : 

4 3 . 2 2 I n s p e c t i o n s . 

( a ) P e r i o d i c and one-hundred-hour i n s p e c t i o n s . No a i r c r a f t s h a l l be o p e r a t e d , e x c e p t 
when i t c a r r i e s a s p e c i a l f l i g h t a u t h o r i z a t i o n o r a c u r r e n t l y e f f e c t i v e e x p e r i m e n t a l c e r t i f i c a t e , 
u n l e s s w i t h i n t h e p r e c e d i n g 12 c a l e n d a r months i t h a s been g i v e n a p e r i o d i c i n s p e c t i o n i n a c c o r d ­
ance w i t h t h e r e q u i r e m e n t s o f P a r t 1 8 o f t h i s s u b c h a p t e r and has been approved f o r r e t u r n t o s e r v i c e 
by a person a u t h o r i z e d by Part 1 8 o f t h i s s u b c h a p t e r . A d d i t i o n a l l y , an a i r c r a f t s h a l l n o t c a r r y 
p a s s e n g e r s f o r h i r e or be u s e d f o r f l i g h t i n s t r u c t i o n f o r h i r e u n l e s s w i t h i n each 1 0 0 hours o f t i m e 
i n s e r v i c e i t has been i n s p e c t e d i n a c c o r d a n c e vdth t h e r e q u i r e m e n t s o f Part 1 8 o f t h i s s u b c h a p t e r 
and has been approved f o r r e t u r n t o s e r v i c e by a person a u t h o r i z e d i n Part 1 8 o f t h i s s u b c h a p t e r ; 
P r o v i d e d , That t h i s i n t e r v a l may be e x c e e d e d b y n o t more than 1 0 hours when n e c e s s a r y t o r e a c h a 
p o i n t a t which t h e i n s p e c t i o n may be a c c o m p l i s h e d , i n which e v e n t s u c h t i m e must be i n c l u d e d i n t h e 
n e x t 1 0 0 - h o u r i n t e r v a l . The p e r i o d i c i n s p e c t i o n . r e q u i r e d above w i l l be a c c e p t e d a s a 1 0 0 - h o u r 
i n s p e c t i o n . 
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( b ) P r o g r e s s i v e i n s p e c t i o n . An a i r c r a f t s h a l l be exempt frcm t h e p r o v i s i o n s o f 
paragraph ( a ) o f t h i s s e c t i o n i f t h e owner o r o p e r a t o r p r o v i d e s o r makes arrangements f o r 
s u i t a b l e p r o c e d u r e s , p e r s o n n e l , and f a c i l i t i e s f o r p r o g r e s s i v e i n s p e c t i o n a s p r e s c r i b e d by 
t h e A d m i n i s t r a t o r i n accordance w i t h Par t 1 8 o f t h i s s u b c h a p t e r . 

( c ) Other e x e m p t i o n s . An a i r c r a f t s h a l l be exempt frcm t h e p r o v i s i o n s o f paragraphs 
( a ) and ( b ) o f t h i s s e c t i o n i f t 

( 1 ) I t i s an a i r c r a f t o p e r a t e d i n accordance w i t h t h e p r o v i s i o n s o f Part 4 0 o r 
Part 41 o f t h i s s u b c h a p t e r ; o r 

( 2 ) I t i s an a i r c r a f t o f more t h a n 1 2 , 5 0 0 pounds maximum c e r t i f i c a t e d t a k e - o f f 
-weight and i s o p e r a t e d i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h t h e p r o v i s i o n s o f Part 12 o f t h i s s u b c h a p t e r . 

NOTE: U n t i l t h e e x p i r a t i o n o r exchange o f t h e c u r r e n t l y e f f e c t i v e a i r w o r t h i n e s s c e r t i f i c a t e , 
an a i r c r a f t w i l l b e o p e r a t e d i n accordance w i t h t h e pro-v i s ions o f I 4-3.22 p r i o r t o i t s r e v i s i o n . 
However, t h e o r o e r o r o p e r a t o r may, a t h i s o p t i o n , exchange t h e o l d c e r t i f i c a t e a t any t ime p r i o r 
t o i t s e x p i r a t i o n d a t e . For t h e purpose o f implement ing t h i s amendment, t h e i n s p e c t i o n f o r o r i g ­
i n a l i s s u a n c e o r renewal o f t h e a i r w o r t h i n e s s c e r t i f i c a t e may be c o n s i d e r e d e q u i v a l e n t t o t h e 

rr i o d i c i n s p e c t i o n r e q u i r e d by t h e amended I 4 3 . 2 2 ( a ) . The p e r i o d i c i n s p e c t i o n r e q u i r e d by 
4 3 . 2 2 (b) p r i o r t o t h i s amendment w i l l be c o n s i d e r e d e q u i v a l e n t t o a 100-hour i n s p e c t i o n r e q u i r e d 

by t h e amended § 4 3 . 2 2 ( a ) . 

3 . Ely amending I 4 3 . 2 3 t o read a s f o l l o w s : 

4 3 . 2 3 A i r c r a f t and e n p i n e maintenance r e c o r d s . The r e g i s t e r e d owner o r o p e r a t o r s h a l l 
m a i n t a i n a maintenance r e c o r d i n a form and manner p r e s c r i b e d by t h e A d m i n i s t r a t o r which s h a l l 
i n c l u d e a c u r r e n t and a c c u r a t e r e c o r d o f t h e t o t a l t ime i n s e r v i c e on t h e a i r c r a f t and on e a c h 
e n g i n e , a r e c o r d o f i n s p e c t i o n s , and t h e r e c o r d o f maintenance r e q u i r e d by Part 1 8 o f t h i s s u b ­
c h a p t e r . Such r e c o r d s s h a l l b e t 

( a ) P r e s e n t e d f o r r e q u i r e d e n t r i e s e a c h t ime i n s p e c t i o n o r maintenance i s accompl i shed 
en t h e a i r c r a f t o r e n g i n e , 

( b ) T r a n s f e r r e d t o t h e new r e g i s t e r e d owner o r o p e r a t o r upon d i s p o s i t i o n o f the a i r ­
c r a f t o r e n g i n e i n v o l v e d , and 

f c ) Made a v a i l a b l e f o r i n s p e c t i o n by a u t h o r i s e d r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f t h e A d m i n i s t r a t o r 
o r Board. 

4 . By amending 5 43."50 by a d d i n g , i n proper a l p h a b e t i c a l o r d e r , t h e f o l l o w i n g d e f i n i t i o n s : 

4 3 . 7 0 D e f i n i t i o n s . * -~ -s 

A i r c r a f t . An a i r c r a f t Beans any c o n t r i v a n c e now known or h e r e a f t e r i n v e n t e d , u s e d , or 
d e s i g n e d f o r n a v i g a t i o n o f or f l i g h t i n t h e a i r , i n c l u d i n g a i r f r a m e , p o w e r p l a n t , p r o p e l l e r , and 
a p p l i a n c e s . 

M a i n t e n a n c e . M a i n t e n a n c e , which i n c l u d e s p r e v e n t i v e m a i n t e n a n c e , means t h e i n s p e c t i o n , 
o v e r h a u l , r e p a i r , upkeep , and p r e s e r v a t i o n o f a i r f r a m e s , p o w e r p l a n t s , p r o p e l l e r s , and a p p l i a n c e s , 
i n c l u d i n g t h e rep lacement o f p a r t s . 

O p e r a t e . Operate means t o cause o r a u t h o r i z e t h e o p e r a t i o n o f a i r c r a f t , whether w i t h 
o r w i t h o u t t h e r i g h t o f l e g a l c o n t r o l ( i n t h e c a p a c i t y o f owner, l e s s e e , or o t h e r w i s e ) o f t h e 
a i r c r a f t . 

One-hundred-hour i n s p e c t i o n . A 100 -hour i n s p e c t i o n i s an i n s p e c t i o n o f an a i r c r a f t 
r e q u i r e d w i t h i n each 100 hours o f t ime i n s e r v i c e and i s a comple te a i r w o r t h i n e s s i n s p e c t i o n o f 
such a i r c r a f t and i t s v a r i o u s components and s y s t e m s i n accordance w i t h procedures p r e s c r i b e d by 
t h e A d m i n i s t r a t o r . 

P e r i o d i c i n s p e c t i o n . A p e r i o d i c i n s p e c t i o n i s an i n s p e c t i o n o f an a i r c r a f t r e q u i r e d 
once e a c h 1 2 c a l e n d a r months and i s a comple te a i r w o r t h i n e s s i n s p e c t i o n o f s u c h a i r c r a f t and i t s 
v a r i o u s components and s y s t e m s i n accordance w i t h procedures p r e s c r i b e d by t h e A d m i n i s t r a t o r . 
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P r o g r e s s i v e i n s p e c t i o n . A p r o g r e s s i v e i n s p e c t i o n i s a c o n t i n u i n g a i r w o r t h i n e s s 
i n s p e c t i o n o f an a i r c r a f t and i t s v a r i o u s components and s y s t e m s a t s c h e d u l e d i n t e r v a l s i n 
accordance w i t h procedures p r e s c r i b e d by t h e A d m i n i s t r a t o r . 

Time i n s e r v i c e . Time i n s e r v i c e , a s u s e d i n computing maintenance and i n s p e c t i o n 
t ime r e c o r d s , i s t h e t i m e from t h e moment an a i r c r a f t l e a v e s t h e ground u n t i l i t t o u c h e s t h e 
ground a t t h e end o f a f l i g h t , 

NOTEt The r e p o r t i n g a n d / o r r e c o r d - k e e p i n g r e q u i r e m e n t s c o n t a i n e d h e r e i n have been approved 
by t h e Bureau o f t h e Budget i n accordance w i t h t h e F e d e r a l Report s A c t o f 1 9 4 2 . 

( S e c . 205 ( a ) , 52 S t a t . 9 8 4 ; 49 U . S . C , 425 ( a ) . I n t e r p r e t o r a p p l y s e e s . 6 0 1 , 6 0 3 , 52 S t a t . 1 0 0 7 , 
1009; 49 U . S . C 5 5 1 , 553 ) 

By- t h e C i v i l A e r o n a u t i c s Board? 

/ a / M. C. M u l l i g a n 

M. C . M u l l i g a n 
S e c r e t a r y 

(SEAL) 

Adams, Vice Chairman, d i s s e n t i n g . 

Par t 4 3 l a s t p r i n t e d October 1 , 1 9 5 4 . 


